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       Dear Library Member,                                                                                                              3/6/2017 
 
       Looking over the past two years that the library was in operation. I am again overwhelmed by the goodness 
of God. When we opened the library nearly two years ago it was my prayer that God would somehow bless the 
work. Most of all, my prayer was, and still is, that people’s hearts and lives would be touched and changed by the 
power of God. What really matters in life, is all about Jesus Christ, the plan of salvation, and the finished work on 
the cross. 
       The teachings of Jesus Christ have shaped human history, some of the commands of Christ have become so 
ingrained in our society that they have become figures of speech: Do unto others, turn the other cheek, and go 
the extra mile. Are all citations from the commands that Christ gave. 
        Today the word Christian is loosely applied to buildings, businesses, certain ethnic races, a set of moral 
guidelines, and even a certain type of music. Yet this use of the word is often without any reference to what its 
founder taught. It should be beneficial to discover exactly what Jesus Christ taught and how this understanding 
can shape our lives. 
        Jesus says in Matthew 10:38 “And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.” 
He also says in Matthew 7:21 “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” 
        You cannot be born a Christian. You cannot simply call yourself a Christian. You don’t become a Christian 
because you attend church or wear a cross. A Christian is one who follows Jesus Christ.   
        As human beings, we are shaped by what we believe. Even our very destiny at the end of life, will ultimately 
be determined by whither or not we believe on Jesus Christ as our savior and repent of our sins. 
       This may all seem a little radicle to you, but the fact is, that most people in the world never actually come to 
know the real truth. It is like Jesus said in Matthew 7:13-14 “Enter “ye” (meaning you) in at the straight gate: for 
wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 
Because straight is the gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” 
       It is not God’s will or wish, that any of the people that he has created should perish in Hell, but that 
everyone would come to the saving power of Jesus Christ. You may not exactly understand how this works. But if 
you would ever chose to make the right decision, to truly believe on Jesus, repent of your sins, and seek to serve 
God. (God would then open up your understanding,) spiritually you would be a new person, and would be born 
again. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold all things are become new.” 
        You see, the biggest problem in the world is sin. Sin has and will continue to blind people’s eyes and turn 
them from the truth. If there would be no sin in the world, everything would be perfect and flawless. People 
would not get sick or die. God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. Romans 3:23 says “For all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God.” That means that you and me have sinned. That means that everyone in the 
world has sinned. We have all broken God’s commandments. There is not a person in the world (Besides Jesus 
Christ, God’s son) who has not sinned. 
        The good news is, that God has made a plan of salvation through his son Jesus Christ, so that we can be won 
back to him. 
       Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary. He lived on this earth about 2000 years ago. Jesus is our perfect example. 
He was tempted in every area, and in every point, just like we are, and yet he never committed a sin. The fact 
that he never sinned is also why he qualified to be the perfect sacrifice for sin. Sin grieves the heart of God. In 
fact, he cannot tolerate it! It grieves God so much that it took the death of his one and only son, Jesus Christ, 
upon the cross. It took Jesus own blood to pay the price for us to be won back to God. Hebrews 9:22 says “And 
almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without the shedding of blood is no remission.” You can 



read about the crucifixion of Christ toward the end of all four gospels. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 
Thankfully Jesus did not stay in the grave, he arose again on the 3rd day. Right now he is on the right hand of 
God interceding on behalf of those who love and trust in him. 
       You see, as humans, we are born in sin. The Bible says in Romans 5:12 “Wherefore, as by one man (meaning 
Adam) sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” 
Ever since the first man and woman, (Adam and Eve) decided to take of that forbidden fruit in the Garden of 
Eden. People have been born in sin. We all have a sinful nature within us. For example, when a baby is born, at 
first he or she may seem fairly perfect and innocent, and rightfully so. But just wait a few years. Who has to teach 
a child to become angry, to curse, lie, cheat, steal, and all these other sinful things? I would say no one. These 
things come naturally because of our sinful nature that we are born with. 
        We are all born into this world, and it is certain we will also die at some point or another. It is God who 
gives life, and it is God who says when life will end. For some people death may come early in life. We never 
know when our last day may be. At the end of life God has prepared a great judgment day. Once this life is over 
we will all be judged for the way that we have lived our lives and the decisions and choices that we have made. 2 
Corinthians 5:10 says “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” 
        Years ago, I made the choice to get right with God and repent of my sins. That was the best decision that I 
have ever made. There is so much freedom in choosing to serve Jesus Christ, so much peace, so much love. It is 
exactly as it says in John chapter 3, you actually experience a spiritual new birth, and you are a new person in 
Jesus Christ. The old sinful life is put away, and a new life in Jesus has come! 
        Colossians 1:12-13 says, “Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light:  
Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear son:  
In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” 
        If we truly repent of our sins and believe on Christ it is as it says in Psalm 103:12 “As far as the east is from 
the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. 
Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him.”  
        Romans 5:10-11 “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 
        Jesus said in Mark 16:16 “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned.” 
        Matthew 4:17 “From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” 
        If you feel the Holy Spirit convicting you, and you have never made a sincere commitment, I plead with you 
to make the decision to follow Jesus Christ today. 2 Corinthians 6:2 “For he saith, (meaning God) I have heard 
thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation.”  
        Jesus is a perfect gentleman, he will not force you to serve him, but if you feel him knocking on your hearts 
door, I would encourage you to respond. Revelation 3:20 “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock; if any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him and he with me.” 
        If you truly want to serve God, and be a real Christian. Then get down on your knees right now. Pray to God, 
praying to God is just like talking to a good friend. You can tell Jesus, in your own words, how sorry you are for 
your sins. Ask Jesus to come into your heart, to forgive you of your sins, and save you, and make you into a new 
person, in Jesus Christ. Tell him that you believe that he died on the cross for your sins. Tell him that you believe 
that he has the power to save you from sin and hell. Pray that he would open up your heart and mind so that you 
can understand the scriptures and his plan for your life. You will never regret that you did! 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
   

LIBRARY CHANGES 



        It seems sometimes that life can bring a lot of changes, sometimes it can feel a little overwhelming when a 
lot of changes happen all at one time! That is a little the way I felt this past year when God called me to a term of 
service in Haiti working under Christian Aid Ministries. I had a lot of questions like: Who will take care of the 
Library? Who will be involved in my little brother’s life? (I was involved in a program called “Big Brother Little 
Brother Program” where we work with children from York City.) Who will take on all my other responsibilities? 
        I didn’t have to wait long to see that God would be faithful in finding people to step into the gap and take 
on the work! My brother John consented to take on the responsibilities of being the director while I am gone, my 
mom and sisters continue to be a huge asset and blessing in helping out, and we also have a cousin and some 
neighbors who very graciously volunteered to help out with the library responsibilities. 
          This year we are planning to do some serious upgrades in the Library. Since our library patronage and book 
selection has grown dramatically in the past two years that we have been in operation, we are finding it more 
and more necessary to start using a computer system and have new and better ways of sorting and handling 
books. Lord willing, beginning on April 15, 2017 we are planning to switch almost completely to a computerized 
system. No doubt it will be a complicated process to set it up and get it running properly, but once it is, we are 
expecting it will save hours and hours of manual labor by our library volunteers. 
         So what are some of the biggest changes? How will this affect you? 

• Last year we have found it necessary to register Stoltzfus Christian Library with the IRS (Internal Revenue 
Service) as an official non-profit organization. We can now give you a tax deductible receipt when you 
make a donation to the library. 

• We now have a five man board of directors to help provide advice as well as more accountability. 

• Some of our book fees and terms and conditions will be updated to follow a schedule that is very similar 
to that of our local Lancaster County public libraries. 

• We now have a unique category code for the books. That way we know right away which shelf they 
belong on when they are returned. 

• We will be placing a touch screen computer monitor in the library with a barcode scanning system and a 
receipt printer that can be used as a self-checkout. 

• You will receive a new library card with your own unique barcode and number. 

• All of the books will have a unique barcode on them. 

• When you are ready to check out simply press start on the computer screen, scan your library card, and 
then each book individually. When you are finished press done and it will print a receipt with your books 
listed. (No more hand writing book titles.) 

• On Saturday, April 15, 2017 we are planning to have our annual Library open house event. This will be 
your opportunity to come and see the new system firsthand. We can give you your new library cards and 
teach you how to use the new computerized checkout system. 

        Once again, I want to take this time to thank you for your support! It is greatly appreciated! Whether it was 
volunteering your time to help in the library, borrowing books, donating books, giving donations, or simply 
praying for us. Whatever it may have been, Thank you very much! May God bless you richly, without your 
support we could not continue to operate a Christian Library. 
        We know that the world is changing rapidly, many so called Christians and churches are compromising and 
going against the Bible and the commandments of Jesus Christ. Now is the time more than ever to stand up for 
what is right and be rooted and grounded on the solid rock of Jesus Christ. By God’s grace we will continue to 
offer books and materials that are Biblically sound. We are very concerned about what we offer in the library. 
That is why you cannot find books in our library that are written by many of the liberal contemporary Christian 
authors and philosophers of our day. 
        May God bless you as you continue to serve him! 

Sincerely, 
             Samuel Stoltzfus,  

                                   For Stoltzfus Christian Library 
        P. S. We are again enclosing a contribution reply card and envelope for those of you who want to help with 
keeping the library in operation. Please place a checkmark on the appropriate box stating what you want your 
donation to help for, and please specify whether or not you would like to receive a tax deductible receipt. 
Stoltzfus Christian Library is funded by your donation. Thank you, and may God bless you! 



YOU ARE INVITED 

        Save the date! You are invited to our 2nd  annual Library open house. This event will be held at the 
library on Saturday April 15, 2017. The library will be open during our regular spring and summer hours 
of operation from 8:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. free coffee, doughnuts, and snack will be available from 8:00 
a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Also, this will be your opportunity to come and pick up your new library card and 
give the new computerized system a try. We will have staff available to help teach you how it works and 
assist you through the process if need be. 
 

FEATURE FOR THE LIBRARY 
 

        You will be able to continue renewing your books when you are at the library, but for your convenience, we 
now have a call in voice mail line for the library, to renew your books. Previously we did not recommend people 
to call us to renew their books because most of the time we do not have staff on duty working in the library. If 

you want to use this new option, call phone # (717) 874-0517  Here is a list of the information that we need 

when you are ready to renew your books. (Name of cardholder) (Library card #) (Statement # that you used 
when borrowing the books,) this # is located on the top right corner of the statement slip that you wrote the 
book titles on and if you are not renewing all of your books we also need, (Titles of the books that you want to 
renew.) Note that we will renew your books for two weeks at a time, and allow a maximum of two renewals. You 
will not be allowed to have your library books for more than six weeks until they have to be returned. We will 
start charging overdue fees on books that you have for more than six weeks even if you have been renewing 
them. If you want to speak to someone in person call the regular library phone # (717) 672-1587 

 

NOTICE: 
 

        It is our desire as a Christian library to provide quality books and information that are Biblically sound. We 
do screen our books, however with the overwhelming amount of books available it is not possible for us to read 
every one. If you find something that is questionable please bring it to our attention and we will be happy to 
investigate. 
   Also, there are some books that are available, that are good, and are written by Christian authors, but are 
intended to be read by older teenagers or adults. It is still the responsibility of parents to know what your 
children are reading. 
   Please tell us how we can improve, if you like this library tell others, but if you don’t, let us know. If you have a 
great book suggestion, or ways that we can improve etc. simply write it on a piece of paper and drop it in the 
donation box. 
   We do accept and appreciate book donations, but please donate only books that are of good quality and can be 
read for many years to come, also, leave your name and telephone number in case for some reason, we can 
contact you if they do not meet our standard. If they do not meet our standard, and no name and phone number 
is left, we will donate them to a local thrift store or dispose of them as we see fit. Thank You! Your continued 
support is what helps make this library possible! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

        It is our desire to provide good quality, Biblically sound information, and literature. That God would use the 
information that we provide to his Honor and Glory. That many souls would be drawn to God, and come to 
salvation through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
  



TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
Books and materials that are borrowed from the library will be due to be returned on or within two weeks of the 
day that they were borrowed, unless otherwise marked on the books/materials. We accept renewals by email and 
voice mail, call # (717) 874-0517. Also, you can continue renewing books/materials in person at the library. Each 
renewal will add two weeks of time to your books/materials. You cannot renew books/materials for more than 
two times, or have books/materials for more than six weeks total at one time. It is up to the cardholder to keep 
track of the due date. Thank You, for your cooperation and support. If reasonable, Stoltzfus Christian Library has 
the right to revoke the validity of your library card at any time without prior notice. 
 
LATE FEES 
Late fees for books/materials are 20¢ per day with a maximum fee of $5.00  per item. 

$1 per day for all sets of CD’s  with a maximum of $5 per item.  If it is a single CD it qualifies for the 20¢ per day 

books/materials fee.  

OVERDUE NOTICES 
First Notice at 2 Weeks 

The first overdue notice will be sent to the most recent address listed in the library records for the patron account when th e 

item is 2 weeks overdue. The notice will include a list of overdue books/materials.  

Failure to return the items listed in this  notice within 10 days of the date of this notice will result in a suspension of a 

cardholder’s  Stoltzfus Christian Library borrowing privileges until the account is cleared.  

Failure to return these items within 4 weeks after the original due date will result  in a charge to the cardholder’s account for 

the replacement cost of the materials.  

Second Notice: Bill for replacement at 4 weeks  

The second notice is sent when the item is 4 weeks overdue. This is a bill for the replacement of the books. If the billed it ems 

are found, you need only pay the late fees.  

LOST AND DAMAGED ITEMS 
Lost item charges equal the price of the item. It is your responsibility to contact the library to arrange for the payment of  late 

fees. Feel free to contact us with any questions you may have about your account. 

ENFORCEMENT OF LATE FEES 
Library patrons of the parents of the juvenile library patron are expected to return library materials promptly and to pay an y 

late fees incurred.  

If an item is more than 14 days overdue, borrowing privileges are suspended until the materials are returned and the late fees 

are paid. Late fees must be paid and overdue materials returned before suspended borrowing privileges are restored.  


